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Abstract

1.Chinese aircraft carrier would be held commissioning ceremony soon, it

still not knows the ship’s name. This situation was lead to speculation.
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There i1s a wide diversity of opinion and unable to agree on which is
right. Everybody knew suddenly that the ship hull number 16 was named
Liaoning until 25 September 2012. The reason beyond expectation to the
first aircraft carrier’s name is incomprehension in Chinese naval ships’
named specification and principle.

2.We can more comprehensively understand Chinese naval ships’ nam-
ing principle, naming authority, naming district, and naming provision
through researching Chinese Naval Ships’ Naming Regulars. Due to
“principle and exception” phenomenon, would be possible to make mis-
take judgment if determined ship’s Fleet through Regulars only.

3.The PLAN adopted former Soviet Union’s three-figure as ship’s type
and then created a system development of its own. The ship types were
chaotic and disorderly in the early years because of ship classes various.
The situation was gone by following old ships retired. New ships were
designated type for appropriate principle of systematization and formed
gradually into ordered regulars of ships’ types.

4.USA leads NATO to get used to giving a “NATO code” as Russian or
Chinese ship-class. For who research Chinese ships, not only knew ship-
classes but also have to find corresponding ship-types, looks like redun-
dant. It’s far less than easy to understand directly through the ship-types.

5.The PLAN distributes 1~9 to all ships’ first figure of hull number. As
long as knew the connection between ship-type and first figure of hull
number, would understand the ship’s property from its hull number. It’s
quite a scientific arrangement. Ship’s hull number and named pattern are
the scientific methodologies of promoting institutionalization develop-
ment and enhancing military transparency. These practices show Chinese
self-confidence.

Keywords: Liaoning ship ~naming principle ~ naming authority -~ naming

district ~naming provision ~ hull number -~ type ~ class
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