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Abstract

1.In the face of the Chinese Communist Party’s (CCP) gray-zone coercion
and blockade threats against Taiwan, traditional strategies are increas-
ingly inadequate. Irregular warfare, integrating conventional and asym-
metric approaches, focuses on undermining adversary legitimacy and
reducing domestic and international support to shape conflict outcomes.
Given the severe cross-Strait military imbalance, it offers a viable strat-
egy for countering the People’s Liberation Army (PLA).

2.This article examines how the Taliban employed irregular warfare in-
cluding narrative, guerrilla, economic, psychological, and diplomatic
approaches alongside military operations to confront government forces.
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By integrating these strategies, the Taliban achieved its political objec-
tives and seized power, a process that warrants further examination.

3.In response to CCP pressure, Taiwan should develop an effective coun-
ter—irregular warfare strategy: politically and diplomatically undermining
legitimacy, economically increasing risks and costs, militarily disrupting
blockade operations, and psychologically strengthening societal resil-
ience. Only through such integrated measures can national security be

ensured.

Keywords: Irregular warfare, Legitimacy, Afghan War
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