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Rethinking Anti-Missile Operations After the Russian
‘Moscow’  Ship Sinking

Abtract
1.After the “Russia-Ukraine War,” the cruiser Moskva (121) sank in the 

Black Sea on April 13, 2022, hit by a Neptune missile. Analysis revealed 
that the sinking resulted from the cruiser’s outdated combat system, fail-
ing to adapt to new threats, and ineffective response to missile attacks. 
Poor damage control measures during towing exacerbated the situation, 
ultimately leading to the cruiser’s sinking.

2.The sinking of the Moscow-class cruiser highlights the continued high 
threat posed by anti-ship missiles to naval vessels. In order to enhance 
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anti-missile operations, naval vessels must establish data-linked combat 
capabilities and leverage the concept of a “kill chain” through collabora-
tive operational capabilities in the era of modern warfare.

3.Given the rising challenge of anti-ship missiles and the tense cross-strait 
situation, it’s crucial for the navy to prioritize enhancing anti-missile 
capabilities. This focus is essential to counter modern missile threats, en-
suring the survival of naval vessels and the lives of personnel. Prioritiz-
ing this matter is key to sustaining naval effectiveness.

Keyword: main combat ship, anti-missile operations, kill chain, performance en-
hancement project.
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