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The Military Use of the PLA’s Hovercraft

Abstract
1.The “Anti-Secession Law” enacted by the CCP mentions that the reso-

lution of Taiwan issue is an internal matter that is not subject to any 
foreign interference. Relatively speaking, the United States passed the 
“National Defense Authorization Act” to prevent China from using any 
non-peaceful means to change the status quo in Taiwan Strait. Taiwan is 
caught in the geo-competition game between the two major powers, and 
the probability of future military threats is becoming more and more ob-
vious.

2.The PLA hovercraft currently plays the role of rapid force projection 
at sea. The hovercraft will be transformed into an “integrated multi-
functional” vehicle. It will not only carry landing troops to carry out 
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amphibious assaults, but also be a role of minesweeping ships, breaking 
obstruction ships, patrol ships and carry out other tasks, in order to cope 
with the rapid changes in the battlefield. In the future, the development 
of hovercraft may be directed toward upgrading the electric propulsion 
system, modifying hull materials, adding hull weapon systems, improv-
ing hull stealth technology, and unmanned or miniaturized hovercraft. 
For future wars in Taiwan Strait, it could improve Battlefield survival 
rate.

3.There is no guarantee whether the war will be in Taiwan Strait. We have 
to plan for the worst and make the best preparations, predicting the pos-
sible actions of the enemy, developing countermeasures in advance and 
actively investing in setting up battlefield management with deterrence 
power to ensure national autonomy and security.

Keywords: Amphibious Landing, Hovercraft, Multipurpose Landing Vehicle, 
Shore-to-Shore Movement.
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