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From Military to Civilian: An International Exchange
Experience at the United States Naval Academy.
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Over the years, The United States
Naval Academy (hereinafter referred
to as the US Naval Academy) has
invited student representatives from
military academies around the world,
renowned university personnel from
both within and outside the United
States, and professionals in related
fields to participate in this symposium.
The "United States Naval Academy
Foreign Affairs Conference" has been
held for 64 sessions and is known as a
long-standing symposium and a forum
for discussing current international
issues. There will be a different theme
every year, and participants share their
ideas and exchange views based on
their own experiences and perspectives
during the conference.

This symposium is mainly divided
into three parts:

1. Keynote Speech: Internationally
renowned professionals and public
figures in related fields are invited to
share their experiences, followed by a

Q&A session.
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2. Specialized Interviews: Experts
who have conducted in-depth
researches on the theme of the year
are interviewed by US Naval Academy
students in groups of three, analyzing
current international issues. A Q&A
session follows the interviews.

3. Group Discussions: Groups of 13-
15 people discuss specific topics led
by a US Naval Academy student, where
participants share their views and
different national perspectives on the
issues.

At the final stage of the symposium,
a Model United Nations activity is
held. Each group has its own goals
to achieve, and in the end, the group
that has the highest involvement in
participation and is most committed to
achieving the unified goal of the United
Nations is selected as the final winning
group.

This year's symposium was attended
by students Ko Jun-Zhe from the 114th
class and Cai Ruei-Fen from the 115th
class of the Republic of China Naval

Academy. In addition to participating

in the agenda, they observed the
student life at the US Naval Academy
during their stay. They also met
representatives from the US, Japan,
South Korea, and other countries
during the symposium, hoping to share
their experiences from Taiwan and
enhance the international visibility of
our country.

| will introduce and share my
thoughts on this event in three parts:
the first part is the keynote speech,
the second part is the roundtable
discussion, and the third part is the
simulation game.
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There were a total of seven
lectures in this symposium. Apart
from the opening lecture, the other
six lectures covered various topics.
The speakers were scholars from
Western countries who have made
significant contributions to society,
democracy, politics, and technological
development. The difference between
keynote speeches and specialized
lectures is that the former involves a
single speaker sharing their thoughts
and insights on a topic, while the latter
involves a discussion format where
scholars from different fields share
their ideas on stage and then engage

in a discussion. Through a relaxed
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and humorous process, they reach
a common conclusion. Although the
topics varied, the core for all was the
same - the relationship between the
military and civilians.

Through these scholars, we can
understand the thoughts of the
government or public institutions on
policy operations, and also feel that the
military and civilians think in different
directions. Therefore, it is even more
necessary to integrate the ideas and
suggestions of the people to develop a
new trend suitable for modern society.

Besides listening to the scholars'
sharing, through these lectures, what
we need to learn more is the willingness
to ask questions in public. Unlike
our passive learning style, after each
lecture, many students from various
schools actively asked questions. Most
people took the initiative to think
and find their doubts before asking
questions. The best part was that no
one commented on your questions.
Instead, they compared the answers

given by the scholars with their own

thoughts. | think this open learning

spirit is worth emulating.’
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The roundtable discussions were
divided into eighteen groups, each
assigned a different topic, including
political, military, and social issues.

The discussions were based on current

events, allowing group members to

BLER

express their opinions and ideas.

The process began with a student
from the US Naval Academy presenting
the topic, followed by related
discussion questions. Everyone then
started to express their thoughts.
If conflicting viewpoints led the
discussion in the wrong direction, the
group's guiding professor would offer
ideas to redirect it.

My group discussed the relationship
between the two sides of the Taiwan
Strait and the United States. During the
discussion, | played a very important
role as a speaker. At first, this was a
bit uncomfortable for me, as | was
used to passive learning style where |
listened to others rather than engaging
in discussions. However, | realized
that | couldn't miss this opportunity

to practice speaking and expressing
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myself. Even if my choice of words
might not be the most precise, | still
conveyed my ideas fluently. Besides
speaking, | believe that knowing how
to listen is also very important. In this
conference room, everyone could freely
express their thoughts and opinions,
and there was no right or wrong. This
created a harmonious atmosphere in
our group, and after understanding
each other's ideas, we reached a

consensus and successfully concluded

this session.
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In this group, | also made friends
from different countries. Besides
collaborating on official matters
during the day, the US Naval Academy
members took us to taste the delicacies
of Annapolis and enjoy the beautiful
scenery during our free time in the
evenings. Through our conversations,
we have a better understanding of
each other's interests and cultural
differences. Even after returning to our
respective countries, we still keep in
touch through the contact information
we exchanged, maintaining more than
just a casual acquaintance.
2 - {EHBEE (Simulation Game)
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The Model United Nations simulation
is based on each group representing an
organization. For example, if you play
the role of the Red Cross in the game,
you need to coordinate with Iraqg, the
White House, the US authorities, and
Lockheed Martin (a defense contractor)
to negotiate and stop the war with
minimal casualties. This activity is
divided into four stages, and each
stage's outcome depends on the
decisions made by the organizations
during negotiations. Besides the
basic language skills required for
communication, crisis management
skills are also essential. Throughout
the process, you can feel the tense
and exciting atmosphere, as a single
word or action during negotiations can
potentially change the entire course of
the activity.

The biggest challenge for me in
the simulation game was leaving

my original group to negotiate with
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members of other groups outside
the classroom. The content of these
negotiations was unpredictable,
and they might come with many
conditions for negotiation. | needed
to fully understand the current
situation to communicate effectively.
Besides training communication and
adaptability skills, having a basic
understanding of international affairs
was also necessary. If | could apply
the relevant content seen in the news
during the game, it would make the
entire process smoother.
£+ 18 (Reflection)
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It was an honor to represent my
academy at this seminar, making my
first experience in the United States
filled with many new, interesting, and
unprecedentedly rich experiences.

Outstanding people from all over the



world gathered in one place, and they
were all very enthusiastic and curious.
This environment encouraged me
to actively get to know others, share
interesting things about Taiwan, and
make friends from countries like South
Korea and Sri Lanka.

The roundtable discussions were my
favorite part of the seminar. Everyone
gathered to express their opinions or
views on a particular topic or issue,
emphasizing that no one could judge
your opinion, which greatly increased
everyone's willingness to express
themselves. Additionally, the proactive
spirit is worth emulating. Students
from other countries have very high
standards for themselves, whether
in learning, in life, or physical fitness,
and they use their fragmented time
to improve themselves. Through this
seminar, not only did my English skills
improved, but | also made friends from
various countries, expressed my ideas
more actively, and hoped for more
opportunities to exchange abroad

in the future. It is very important
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to expand one's horizons through
exchanges, not limited to the United
States, but to the world.

After visiting the United States, |
saw that these outstanding people
from all over the world have great
enthusiasm for learning new things.
When they sincerely ask questions and
want to discuss with you, their eyes
sparkled. It is because of this positive
attitude that they can inspire those
around them to find answers together,
immersing the whole atmosphere in
the joy of learning. | think this is the
power of proactive learning. In such
an environment, it is easier to discover
one's limitations, and to review them,
to improve them, and become a better
person. | look forward to participating
in similar activities again in the

future! «@
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