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Abstract

1.Facing the PLA’s growing capabilities in precision strikes and electro-
magnetic warfare,traditional centralized command and control(C2) sys-
tems face a high risk of disruption in high-threat environments. Decen-
tralized C2 offers an alternative by enabling units to continue operations
under degraded communications, enhancing autonomy, survivability, and
overall command resilience.

2.This paper examines the necessity and feasibility of decentralized com-
mand and control(C2) in defensive operations, using the Navy’s Littoral
Strike Group as a case study. It analyzes the institutional and techno-
logical foundations of decentralized C2, compares it with centralized C2
across mission types, and provides practical recommendations for future
defensive planning and institutional refinement.
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3.Decentralized C2 is not intended to replace centralized C2, but rather to
serve as a flexible alternative that can be employed according to battle-
field conditions. It holds significant value for strengthening the autono-
my and resilience of naval operational nodes and should be considered
an important reference for future force transformation and C2 system re-

form.

Keywords: decentralized C2, Littoral Strike Group, mission command, command

resilience
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