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A study of the development of the PRC’s 
“Unmanned Surface Vehicle” (USV)

Abstract
1.The unmanned surface vessel is known for low cost, high mobility, with-

out casualty, able to perform multiple tasks. Through cooperation with 
other unmanned vehicle or manned vessel, the usage of the unmanned 
vessel has developed into new combat system which is able to stretch out 
the combat forces.

2.The United State has arranged for unmanned surface vessels into the 
structure of their future force. There have been joined several important 
military exercises such as Rim of the Pacific Exercise(RIMPAC). They 
also established the Unmanned Surface Vessel Division (USVDIV) in 
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May, 2022. It is self-evident that the U.S. Navy attaches great impor-
tance to it. The PRC has cooperated with the industrial to develop their 
unmanned surface vessels which is now available to perform combat 
missions. They also show the whole world of what their unmanned sur-
face vessels are capable of doing through several of military exercise and 
exhibitions. The future of sea warfare may turn into unmanned combat 
mode, which will be totally different from the traditional way.

3.Taiwan is an island which is surrounded by the ocean. The daily life and 
economic rely on the benefit of the ocean. If the war between ROC and 
the PRC occurs, PRC would probably use lots of unmanned vessels to 
obtain the control of the sea, which would be devastating for ROC Navy. 
How to counter the PRC with the asymmetrical combat forces would be 
the major issue. ROC Navy should continue to focus on future combat 
readiness training and armed forces building.
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