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Research And Analysis on The PRC’s Development Status
and Possible Application of Nuclear-powered Attack Submarines(SSNs)

Abstract
1.Benefited from an almost unlimited source of power, nuclear-powered 

attack submarines, SSNs, compared to diesel-electric submarines, have 
a rather huge advantage on underwater maneuverability, which allow 
SSNs to cross borders at high speed for a long distance, and be deployed 
faster and for a longer period of time. During the 1996 Taiwan Strait Cri-
sis, A.K.A. the Third Taiwan Strait Crisis, the U.S. aircraft carrier battle 
group retreated during its build-up operation near the West Pacific due to 
the deployment of China’s SSNs. From this incident, the PRC gained a 
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deep understanding of the deterrence and great value of such submarines 
in modern warfare.

2.The sea area along the Maritime Silk Road will become an important 
field for the PRC’s foreign investment. The improved/upgraded Type-
093 SSNs play an integral role in quite many relevant sea-control mis-
sions due to their high mobility, excellent reconnaissance performance, 
and equipped YJ-18 anti-ship cruise missiles which can be used for long-
range attack.

3.The PRC’s SSN force is relatively small-scaled (compared to U.S. SS 
forces) and has a shortage of troop. it can be judged that the force cur-
rently has no spare capacity to carry out tertiary tasks such as sea-to-land 
operations or launching special forces. The control and command of key 
areas off-base and battlefield management would be its primary missions. 
Therefore, naval officers of ours should be fully aware of the roles these 
submaritime play in PRC’s maritime strategy and take actions accord-
ingly as soon as possible in order to truly safeguard our national security 
and ensure smooth traffic at sea.
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