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Abstract

1.Cognition refers to the process of acquiring knowledge and understand-
ing through thought, experience, and the senses. By manipulating the
sources of information for audiences, it can influence their decision-
making. This concept is now widely applied in cognitive warfare, and
Taiwan has long been a flashpoint in the Indo-Pacific region. The Chi-
nese Communist Party (CCP) is actively employing cognitive warfare to
reshape the perceptions of the Taiwanese people.

2.This manipulation of perception is regarded by the CCP as part of unre-
stricted warfare, aiming to gain“brain control.”’targeting media content,
public opinion, and national identity, the CCP seeks to pave the way for
future military operations. This approach is reminiscent of Russia’s tac-
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tics prior to its 2014 annexation of Crimea, where media manipulation
and coordination with local pro-Russian actors portrayed the Ukrainian
government as oppressing Russian speakers, thus inciting local residents

to seize the territory.

3.This article analyzes Taiwanese election polls and online discourse from
2020 to 2023 to illustrate the CCP’s tactics and their impact on Taiwan-
U.S. relations. The research finds that countering cognitive warfare has
evolved into a‘“narrative labeling”strategy, with both sides of the Taiwan
Strait deliberately shaping and promoting specific narratives to sway

public political opinion.

Keyword: Cognitive warfare, China Communist Party, U.S. Taiwan relationship
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