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Analysing Modern DPRK’s Naval Strategy: 
A View from the “Soviet Young School”

Abstract
1.The Soviet “Young School” appeared in the interwar period of “World 

War I and World War II” , and once dominated the direction of the So-
viet Navy’s military building. The spirit of the school used the sea, land 
and air joint operations to fight against the large fleets composed of 
battleships. Later, this school may be the main foundation for the Soviet 
Union to assist the North Korea in building its navy.

2.This article analyses the composition and development path of the North 
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Korean navy from the “Young School” of the Soviet Union. The con-
temporary North Korean Navy mainly consists of various small surface 
ships, such as light missile frigates, missile corvettes and various missile 
boats, and with costal artillery, plus the huge submarine fleets, which can 
quickly place naval mines or launch heavy torpedoes. The naval force is 
actively developing nuclear propulsion system and submarine-launched 
capabilities, in line with the “Young School” military building and strat-
egy.

3.In the face of latest threats, challenges and the ever-changing interna-
tional situation, our country should strengthen security relations with its 
neighbours and friends, and equip with an in-depth understanding of the 
“young school”. In addition, we shall gather intelligence regarding the 
PLA from multiple sources and develop our own naval “asymmetric war-
fare” strategy. This will help to assess the battlefield environment better 
and strengthen the national defence capability.
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