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Innocent Tragedy-Lessons Learned from a Devastating Incident 
in the US Navy

Abstract
1.On the night of September 8, 1923, 14 warships were speeding in a sin-

gle column at a speed of 20 knots (36 kilometers per hour). Due to bad 
weather and a series of human errors, 7 of the most advanced destroyers 
of the US military stranded, and became the most tragic maritime case of 
the U.S. Navy in peacetime, and the price was so huge.

2.In this mission, due to neglect of safety factors, seven warships were in-
volved in a shipwreck in the Cape Honda waters off the coast of Santa 
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Barbara County, California, USA, resulting in 23 fatalities and heavy 
injuries. After the incident, After multiple reviews, it was unanimously 
believed that “human factors” were the main cause of the accident, high-
lighting that even advanced ships will cause huge disasters if they cannot 
effectively control safety risk factors.

3.Although the international maritime community has been aiming to ef-
fectively reduce the occurrence of accidents and has been actively im-
proving hull design or upgrading navigation equipment requirements and 
other methods to try to make up for the deficiencies and risks of “human 
factors” in this regard; “human factors” account for the majority of mari-
time accidents. ratio is always on the high side. Therefore, this article 
uses the “Human Factors Analysis and Classification System” to deeply 
explore the causes and prevention of human errors. It is hoped that les-
sons can be learned from every major maritime disaster, and can be im-
plemented to “safety ” requirements

Keywords:Honda Point disaster, Clemson-Class Destroyer, The Jaw of Devil, Dead 
Reckoning (DR) Fix, Radio Direction Finder (RDF) 
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