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Abstract

1.The CCP’s new aircraft carrier, the“Fujian, ”was commissioned into the
navy on November 5, 2025. Currently, the CCP possesses three aircraft
carriers: the“Liaoning,”the“Shandong,”and the“Fujian, ”and is capable
of having at least one on combat readiness duty year-round.

2.A key indicator for evaluating aircraft carrier combat capability 1s the
sortie rate of carrier-based aircraft. This article will analyze the types
and numbers of carrier-based aircraft and the deck operation capabilities
of the three aircraft carriers, comparing them with the combat capabili-
ties of the US Navy’s Nimitz-class aircraft carriers to assess the combat
capabilities of various CCP aircraft carrier types.
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3.Taiwan’s sovereignty is a core interest of the CCP. In the event of a
future conflict in the Taiwan Strait, the CCP will have to fight on mul-
tiple fronts, facing not only the military forces of the mainland but also
military intervention from third-party forces. Therefore, how to deploy
aircraft carriers to maximize their combat effectiveness will be a cru-
cial issue for the CCP. This article will predict and analyze the possible
operational methods and combat capabilities of CCP aircraft carriers to
clarify the combat capabilities of its carrier strike groups.

Keywords: Carrier formation, sortie rate, carrier-based aircraft, dual carriers
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