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Abstract

1.Since the PLA Navy began Gulf of Aden escort operations in 2008, de-
ployment cycles had remained stable at 180 to 220 days-until the 46th
and 47th task forces were deployed for 339 and 368 days, two consecu-
tive rotations exceeding the 300-day threshold.

2.This shift stems from three factors: high-intensity confrontations across
the Taiwan Strait and South China Sea that lock up forces otherwise
available for far-seas rotation; prolonged deployments testing the limits
of equipment and personnel; and the Djibouti base’s evolution into a for-
ward logistical hub.

Jin

76 BESWEATIENTEERE



PIBERBIEHER AT - LA T EEMRE TS5

3.These developments expose a persistent gap between the PLA Navy’s
shipbuilding pace and its generation of mature combat capabilities, as
escort missions shift from anti-piracy toward strategic deterrence. Ex-
tended deployment cycles may thus become the new norm. Facing this
increasingly routine and global posture, the ROC Armed Forces should
build a cross-domain threat assessment mechanism and deepen asym-
metric capabilities to seize the strategic initiative despite structural force

Keywords: Escort Task Force, Area Denial, Overseas Support Base, Indo-Pacific

asymmetry.
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