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Abstract

I.In recent years, the People’s Republic of China (PRC) has advanced its
“gray zone interference” strategy through the Coast Guard Law and Mar-
itime Traffic Safety Law. These laws expand the China Coast Guard’s
enforcement authority, redefine maritime claims, and regulate foreign
vessels beyond its asserted jurisdiction, seeking to legitimize interfer-
ence in international navigation and weaken regional maritime rights.

2.From “Joint Sword-2024A (May 2024) ” to “Strait Thunder-2025A
(April 2025) ”, China Coast Guard operations extended into the south-
western and eastern waters near Taiwan’s main island, illustrating the
use of “lawfare” to consolidate control over the Taiwan Strait. Regular
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enforcement activities now mask military operations, lowering conflict
thresholds and exerting sustained pressure on Taiwan while challenging
the regional maritime order.

3.Faced with the PRC’s maritime expansion through the Coast Guard Law
and Maritime Traffic Safety Law, and its use of “gray zone harassment”
to narrow our strategic space, our government is actively working to
strengthen international communication, develop alternative shipping
routes, invoke international law for legal countermeasures, and leverage
media to counter the PRC’s cognitive warfare. These efforts aim to pro-
tect our maritime rights and national security in the region.

Keywords: Coast Guard Law, Maritime Traffic Safety Law, Gray Zone, Joint Mili-

tary Exercises
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