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The Chinese Communlst Party’s hypersonic missiles poses a threat and
1mpf1ct on our defense operations
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Abstract

1.0On March 19, 2022, nearly a month after the outbreak of the“Russia-
Ukraine War”, the Russian Ministry of Defense officially announced
that it had used the“Kinzhal”hypersonic missile to destroy a large under-
ground ammunition depot in western Ukraine. This marked the first com-
bat performance of this high-speed, highly resilient missile, establishing
its place on future battlefields.

2.0bserving the current major military powers such as the United States,
Russia, and China, it is evident that they have all made significant ad-
vancements in hypersonic missile development. In particular, China has
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completed military deployment of this type of missile, which, combined
with its“Anti-Access/Area Denial”strategy, poses a greater threat to fu-
ture balance in the Indo-Pacific region and to our national defense opera-
tions.

3.Due to the diverse launch platforms for hypersonic missiles and their

speeds significantly exceeding those of cruise or supersonic missiles, as
well as their ability to rapidly change flight trajectories during termi-
nal attack, they possess the high speed and long range of ballistic mis-
siles while also maintaining the mid- to low-altitude maneuverability of
cruise missiles. This makes them indeed*“hard to defend against”. The
emergence of such missiles presents significant challenges to the missile
defense systems of various countries, highlighting the vulnerabilities of

defensive forces.

Keywords: Defense operations, Chinese Communist military, Hypersonic missiles,

Anti-access/area denial(A2/AD)
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