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Reserving a Bureau of Her Own: A Translation and Critique of
Alice Munro's "The Office".
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Abstract:
This paper presents a full translation and critical analysis of Alice Munro’ s
short story Office, examining the intricate relationship between physical

space and female authorship. Drawing on Virginia Woolf" s concept of “a

room of one’ s own,” the study explores how Munro’ s protagonist seeks

a private space not merely for writing, but for asserting creative autonomy in
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a patriarchal society. The translation foregrounds the linguistic nuances of
Munro’ s prose, while the critique situates Office within a broader feminist
literary tradition. Ultimately, the paper argues that the act of reserving

a “bureau of her own” becomes both a literal and symbolic gesture of

resistance and self-definition.

Virginia Woolf, Office
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