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Abstract:

There is not necessarily a specific target audience for the writing of veterans'
themes, but in the course of Taiwan's literary production since 1949, most of the anti-
communist, nostalgic, and homecoming literature has been written about military
personnel who have been transferred to Taiwan from the Mainland China.

This is especially true of novels that illustrate the historical context of time and
space before and after the veterans' arrival in Taiwan. These writers gave voice to the
veterans with their sharp writing and left behind written records, such as Bai, Xian-
Yong ~ Su Wei-Zhen and Zhang Da-Chun etc. the second generation of dependent
villages ; of course, they were not only the descendants of veterans, but also some
writers who were veterans, such as Zhu, Xi-Ning ~ Sima, Zhong-Yuan and Chang Tuo-
Wu etc., who also used their words to corroborate the parting and nostalgia of the big
era that they had experienced.

The topic and discussion of veterans have gradually declined, and their identity
and national belonging are still as fragile and uncertain as a wandering thread. The
short story "The New Year's Eve" is a narrative in which Bai, Xian-Yong takes the life of
veteran soldier Lai Ming-Sheng as the main axis, and uses the New Year's Eve to chat
with the old officer and his family, and then, with a little bit of alcohol in his heart, he
narrates the great achievements he had accomplished when he was young, especially
"The Battle of Taier zhuang". Although he is now the buyer of the kitchen of the
Veterans' Hospital, his "Giant Self-image" still lingers on. They were once quiet and
passionate in the past, but with the change of time and environment, they became
neglected and gradually withered away in unknown corners of the world.

Therefore, this article focuses on the psychological changes of these veterans in
the midst of war and peace, and the sadness of glory and decline, in the hope that
all veterans such as Lai Ming-sheng will return to the hearts of the present, and be

remembered and respected forever.

Keywords : Taipei's People, Chinese New Year's Eve, Military Dependents'

Villages, Taste of Hometown, Battle of Tai Er Zhuang
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