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Abstract

1.Since Japan nationalized the Diaoyutai Islands in 2012, China has em-
ployed gray-zone measures and lawfare, enabled by the Coast Guard
Law, to conduct regular patrols and gradually shift control in the East
China Sea.

2.China uses a layered militia—coast guard—navy model, combining large
patrol vessels, navigation warnings, and administrative records to institu-
tionalize gray-zone pressure and weaken Japan’s effective control.

3.In response, Japan adopts institutional countermeasures through legal
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adjustments, coast guard—military coordination, southwestern defense
deployment, and U.S.—Japan alliance cooperation, shifting from reactive
responses toward a more preventive strategy.
Keywords: Gray-Zone Competition, Diaoyutai Dispute, Lawfare, Administrative
Jurisdiction Expansion, Military Coordination-Coast Guard
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