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Abstract

I.In response to its limited number of dedicated landing ships, which con-
strain its ability to conduct a full-scale invasion of Taiwan, China has
increasingly integrated civilian roll-on/roll-off (Ro-Ro) vessels into its
military transport system under the strategy of military control over ci-
vilian resources.

2.Roll-on/roll-off (Ro-Ro) vessels feature high transport capacity, fast
loading and unloading, low port dependency, and cost efficiency, mak-
ing them effective support tools for amphibious operations. In peacetime,
they are operated by private firms for commercial transport. In wartime,
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they can be swiftly converted for military use under the civil-military fu-
sion policy to carry troops, equipment, and supplies across the Taiwan

Strait.

3.In recent years, the PLA has repeatedly tested the use of Ro-Ro vessels
to deploy troops, armored vehicles, and helicopters, including at-sea
loading and unloading, to assess their military effectiveness. This study
analyzes China’s use of Ro-Ro ships for force projection, evaluates their
potential role in amphibious operations against Taiwan, and offers de-
fense policy recommendations for Taiwan in response to this emerging

threat.

Keywords: China, Ro-Ro ships, civil-military fusion, military use of civilian assets,

amphibious warfare
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