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Abstract:

1.China's influence at seas has been growing at a rapid pace, utilizing the
might of naval forces, and operating in the grey zone as the instruments to
actively create an advantageous strategic posture over other nations in the
contested Indo-Pacific region. China is also extending and enforcing its actual
control of maritime territories by effectively connecting the islands in the
South China Sea. These strategic arrangements are observed as an attempt to
reshape the international rule-based order and claim regional hegemony.

2.In pursuit of the operational needs and freedom of autonomous
decisions, foreign stakeholders are also establishing footholds in the Indo-
Pacific. Operating at the variety of costs, these nations are hoping to maximize
the margins of gains while minimalizing effects of adversarial encounters
with other parties. The inevitable competitive and cooperative relationships
eventually dictate the rational decision-making process and encourage
calculations of potential competitors in the context of the interest driven
collaborative relationships.

3.The contemporary implications of growing Chinese sea power indicate
that all stakeholders are no longer adapting the conventional binary “friend
or foe" scenario when it comes to work with other nations. The current trend
will continue to allow occurrences of similar competition and cooperation.
The desire to achieve national strategic objective by employing naval forces
and active participation of maritime affairs has become a new norm in the

complex multilateral non-zero dual-layer game.

Keywords: Sea Power, Indo-Pacific Strategy, Relative Autonomy,

Regional Security Complex Theory.
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