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The impact of the joint military exercises of the PLA on the
support of Taiwan's national defense policy—the role of
Political Warfare
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Abstract:

1. Since 2022, the CCP has continued to conduct joint military exercises
around Taiwan, through large-scale naval and aerial operations to exert
political and military pressure while attempting to influence public attitudes
toward national defense policies. At the same time, through cognitive
warfare, it seeks to manipulate public opinion within Taiwan and undermine
confidence in the government's defense strategies.

2. The CCP's dual pressure on military exercises and public opinion has
indeed indeed affected the sense of security and policy confidence of the
Taiwanese people. Under such circumstances, the Political Warfare plays
a crucial role in stabilizing public morale, clarifying misinformation, and
promoting strategic communication.

3. Facing the challenge of the CCP's use of emerging technologies to
manipulate the cognitive environment, the Political Warfare enhances
public awareness through education campaigns, media engagement, and
interagency collaboration to strengthen the nation's ability to identify and
counter information warfare. At the same time, reinforcing national defense
consciousness and deepening international security cooperation can
effectively reduce the impact of enemy propaganda, ensuring sustained public

support and confidence in national defense policies.
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