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Abstract

1.At present, countries generally believe that coastal states only enjoy eco-
nomic rights in the exclusive economic zone, and the freedom of naviga-
tion and flight of foreign ships and aircraft in this zone should still be
compared with the high seas. What is controversial is the activities of
warships in the exclusive economic zone.

2.From the CCP’s past criticism of the United States“freedom of navi-
gation operations”in the South China Sea and East China Sea, we can
see that its consistent position is to oppose any country’s military op-
erations in the exclusive economic zone in the name of“freedom of
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navigation”Although this military exercise caused dissatisfaction in New
Zealand and Australia, the CCP’s defense and foreign affairs depart-
ments, as well as the official media, all responded that the behavior was
in compliance with international law, which has obviously posed a chal-
lenge to its past position that it should not engage in military activities in
other countries’exclusive economic zones.

3.Such inconsistent words and deeds reflect that as CCP’s maritime power
becomes increasingly stronger, it is revising its past legal views through
practical actions. Its views are not only gradually converging with those
of the United States, but are even more advanced. That is, in addition to
free navigation in other countries’exclusive economic zones, warships
can also conduct military operations like exercises. This view may very
well be paving the way for its future joint Taiwan deployment in the Tai-
wan Strait, and our government must take precautions against this.

Keywords: Military Exercise, Australia, Law of the Sea, Second Thomas, Exclusive

Economic Zone
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