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Analysis of the Employment of the Russian Battalion Tactical Group
in the Russia-Ukraine War

Abstract
1.Russia launched a “special military operation” to invade Ukraine on Feb-

ruary 24, 2022, and the primary invasion force was composed of the “bat-
talion tactical groups” (BTGs). Currently battalion-sized tactical units 
have become the main theme in various countries’military development; 
for example, there are organizations such as army groups, combined arms 
brigades and combined arms battalions in the People’s Liberation Army. 
Similarly, the Republic of China (ROC) also started the “Dependable 
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Force Project” in 2019 to experiment with the combined arms battalion 
concept. 

2.The Russian BTGs are modular tactical units, they are Russian Army 
garrison forces deployed to conduct combat operations in conflict areas. 
The Russian military integrated the BTGs with UAV systems and long-
range indirect fires such as cruise missiles and precision artillery in the 
March 2014 Russia-Ukraine conflict in Crimea with success.

3.Though the Russian BTGs  have certain apparent flaws originated from 
antiquated equipment and supply-maintenance issues, but the effective 
integration of direct and indirect fires, as well as electronic warfare sup-
pression, might still be able to leverage the above flaws. Therefore, it is 
necessary to gain better understanding of the development, advantages 
and disadvantages of the Russian BTGs. the author hopes that this re-
search could also facilitate a break-through thinking in strengthening the 
ROC military’s overall defense capabilities.
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