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Abstract

1.The CCP has gradually risen after the reform and opening up in 1978,
and its continuous military expansion has put pressure on many neigh-
boring countries. In response to increasing regional threats,Japan’s Min-
istry of Defense recently announced plans to establish a testing range for
medium-range anti-ship missiles of the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force
on Minamitori Island in the Ogasawara Islands.

2.Japan has“Counterattack ability”, counterstrike capabilities against en-
emy bases sinto its national military strategy and is reviewing the inter-
pretation ofexclusive defense.”After Japan’s surrender in“World War
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I17,its defense development and national defense budget faced various
restrictions under the framework of the“Peace Constitution.”These re-
strictions have been viewed by Japanese nationalists and political parties
as preventing Japan from having a formal military and achieving normal
statehood.Writing Counterattack ability into national security documents
raises the question of whether Japan is attempting to break away from
exclusive defense in order to achieve normal statehood.

3.Japan’s Self-Defense Forces are building“Counterattack ability”’to deter
China’s military expansion.The upgrading of the joint operational com-
mand and control mechanisms between the U.S. and Japan has become
a new key issue in regional security.By expanding military sharing with
U.S. forces stationed in Japan and enhancing the offensive counter-
strike capabilities of Japan’s Ground,Maritime,and Air Self-Defense
Forces,Japan is being pushed toward becoming a military power.

Keywords: Counterattack ability ~ US-Japan Alliance ~ Minamitorishima Island
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