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Discussing U.S. Military Knowledge Management from the Perspective
of Commander’s Critical Information Requirements (CCIR)
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Abstract

1.Modern technology accelerates the acquisition and transmission of in-
formation, yet commanders’ minds remain bound by cognitive limits,
making them prone to degraded judgment under information overload.
To maintain clarity in a fast and uncertain battlefield, they must build
an efficient information flow through Commander’s Critical Information
Requirements (CCIR) and Battle Rhythm, verifying both their* mental
picture” and decision points.

2.CCIR helps identify what truly matters on the battlefield, and its con-
tinuous update allows commanders to sustain situational awareness and
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establish an effective operational rhythm. Meanwhile, the battle rhythm
should not be constrained by the speed of information flow but should
maintain efficiency and effectiveness. The principle of decentralization
also applies here, reducing cognitive and organizational burdens.
3.Combined with a shared operational picture, concise meetings, and tiered
delegation, this framework shortens decision cycles, lessens staff work-
load, and enhances coordination. This paper integrates U.S. military doc-
trines and historical cases to illustrate how dynamic CCIR adjustment
and rhythm management can help maintain initiative and operational

tempo amid overwhelming data.

Keywords: CCIR, Battle Rhythm, Information Management
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