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1.China’s traditional strategic thinking is mostly based on the land battles
due to its cross-border threats. The PLA Army is always the largest ser-
vice and most of the commanders of the Military Regions and the crucial
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staff at the General Staff are Army officers. Therefore, land power think-
ing has been a long-term core value for PLA’s development.

2.Although China’s policymakers recognize the unbreakable relationship

between the national security and the naval power, China’s Navy strat-
egy, in the past, still existed in the shadow of the grand Army thinking.
The commanders of the Military Regions responsible for operations were
all Army Generals. This force structure would be difficult to execute the
joint operation and the naval strategy while it focuses on command and
control.

3.Beginning in 2016, the aim of the military reform of “Theater Command”

is to diminish the domination of the ground force in order to strengthen
PLA’s joint operation capability. Moreover, the unprecedented appoint-
ment of the Naval admiral as the commander Southern Theater Command
demonstrates the importance of maritime power for national security and
development as well as further emphasizes the transition of PRC’s tradi-
tional homeland defense mindset to sea power thinking which focuses on
extend state’s territory.

4.For R.O.C Armed forces facing cross-strait powerful military, PLA

seems to decrease it military capability against Taiwan by cutting its
ground force. However, during the transition from land-power thinking
to sea-power strategy, PLA will acquire more outreach Naval power ca-
pable of force projection and expeditionary ability and further post a big-
ger threat to Taiwan.

Keywords: PLA, Strategic thinking, Sea power thinking, Southern Theater Command,

Military reform
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