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Study of PLAN “Liaoning” Carrier Strike Group Exercise

Abstract
1.Since 1980, China devotes to develop aircraft carrier has been through 

four periods, including feasibility study period (1980-1996), debate peri-
od between submarine and aircraft carrier (1996-2004), positive thinking 
period (2004-2011), formation and continues development period (2012-
2037). Now, PLA Navy has three aircraft carriers, including two has 
been deployed. In 2022, PLA Navy begins to “normalize” the “Liaoning” 
as the core of carrier strike group (CSG) exercise in the western pacific 
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region. In addition to attract great attention from the world to the form of 
CSG’s capability, meanwhile due to the escalation of confrontation with 
United States, Japan, and even Republic of China (ROC), it may also 
have some different political and strategic interpretations.

2.Evaluation of the PLA CSG exercise, including PLAN activities has been 
expanded from the “First Island Chain” to the “Second Island Chain”, 
not only demonstrates the power of deterrence of the “Liaoning” carrier 
strike group, verify the capability of joint operation, as well as it can be 
used to threaten Taiwan’s sea/air lines of communication. But it also has 
some capability restrains such as sustainability and project forces over 
strategic distance etc.

3.Facing PLA’s threat, for ensure the safety of sea/air lines of communica-
tion, ROC armed forces should keep an eye on “Liaoning” and the others, 
integrate all counter A2AD measures, strengthen information exchange 
with US-Japan and develop Joint defense mechanism.

Keywords: Anti-Access/Area Denial(A2AD), Liu Huaqing, Liaoning Aircraft
                    Carrier, Carrier Strike Group(CSG)
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