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Abstract
1.When Ferdinand Marcos Jr. took office as President of the Philippines, 

he continued the pro-CCP line of his predecessor Rodrigo Duterte. How-
ever, since U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin visited the Philippines 
in February 2023 and strengthened bilateral security cooperation, it 
aroused dissatisfaction with the CCP, and the Philippines and “China” 
The relationship took a turn for the worse.

2.The reasons for intensifying the friction between the Philippines and 
CCP in the South China Sea are related to the strategic considerations of 
the U.S., the Philippines, and CCP: the U.S. hopes that by winning over 
the Philippines, it can maintain its most important geopolitical fortress 
in Southeast Asia and contain the CCP’s actions in the Taiwan Strait and 
South China Sea; the Philippines tries to play both sides between the 
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U.S. and CCP to maximize its national interests; the CCP seeks to seize 
the natural resources of the South China Sea economically and politically 
tests the bottom line of U.S. defense commitment.

3.What the Philippines is currently doing is benefiting from the “brinkman-
ship” strategy. Therefore, the situation remains highly controllable. As 
for the stance of other countries on the South China Sea dispute, neigh-
boring pro-U.S. countries such as Japan and Australia have clearly stated 
their support for the Philippines, while Southeast Asian countries have 
shown considerable restraint and are unwilling to worsen relations with 
the CCP.
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