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The Application of“Rules of Engagement”by Military Commander 
During Peacetime and Wartime-Taking the Mission Perspective

of Military Legal Advisors as the Core

Abstract
1.The actual mobilization, command and management of the army is 

through military commanders converting personal will into actions and 
supervising the troops to complete the assigned tasks. Therefore, the ex-
ercise of military command must comply with the laws or military princi-
ples, so as to reduce the risk later. The risk of prosecution and conviction 

DOI:10.6237/NPJ.202408_58(4).0002



23

for improper conduct of war can also reduce the commander’s responsi-
bility.

2.There is a gap in international and domestic laws regarding military ac-
tion regulations. In order to enable commanders at all levels of the na-
tional army to correctly issue military orders and achieve military com-
mand operations, lower-level “rules of engagement” that are in line with 
operational needs and are operationally flexible have been formulated, it 
is indeed necessary and urgent.

3.Military legal advisors should make full use of what they have learned 
and integrate the principles and concepts of international humanitarian 
law into military legal education courses, thereby strengthening the role 
and functions that military legal advisors should play in exercises and 
training to meet the actual needs of the mission. It is hoped that all types 
of military operations will be consistent with justice and legality, and 
give full play to the role of legal warfare in “laws first, troops followed, 
troops carried out in accordance with the law, and troops stopped and ad-
vanced in accordance with the law.”

Keywords: Military Operations, Military Commander, Rules of Engagement(ROE), 
Military Legal Advisor.
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