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The Changes and Developments of Chinese People’s
Armed Police Force after Military Reforms

Abstract
1.The Chinese People’s Armed Police Force (PAP) has experienced several 

reforms after its establishment. Especially, the PAP have major adjust-
ments in the leadership system, organization, tasks and functions, and 
laws by Xi Jinping’s reforms. The reforms have caused widespread atten-
tions at home and abroad owing to its changes are unprecedented.

2.After the reforms, the PAP is completely leaded by Central Military 
Commission and is mainly composed of the Internal Guard Corps, the 
Mobile Corps, and the Coast Guard Corps. The PAP has six missions: 
performing duties, responding emergency, implementing anti-terrorism, 
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protecting maritime rights, rescuing disasters, and executing defensive 
operations. The multiple missions are worth exploring.

3.Under the regulations of“Armed Police Law”and“Coastal Police Law”, 
the functions of the PAP have expanded from land to sea, from stability 
maintenance to rights protection, and gradually integrated into the joint 
operations system. The expansion of the PAP has further threatened the 
security of the region and our country, which must respond with caution. 
As far as our country’s Coast Guard Administration and Navy should 
also be cautious in their maritime“gray zone”strategies to avoid trigger-
ing a military or national security crisis.

Keywords: People’s Armed Police Force, Armed Police Law, Coastal Police Law, 
the Coast Guard Corps, the Mobile Corps
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