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Abstract
1.This study assesses how the commissioning of China’s third aircraft car-
rier, the Fujian, impacts its“Anti-Access/Area-Denial”(A2/AD) strat-
egy. Rather than merely projecting offensive power, Beijing employs an
asymmetric approach, positioning carriers as mobile denial nodes within
its A2/AD framework.
2.Equipped with electromagnetic catapults and J-35 fifth-generation fight-

ers, the Fujian extends China’s air superiority and defensive depth be-
yond the First Island Chain. Through multi-carrier coordination, China

?"1

Ji

&

PERBE—RFTA—H 23



-

seeks to push its denial space to the Second Island Chain, increasing Tai-
wan blockade feasibility and deterring external intervention.

3.However, the PLA faces critical constraints: insufficient fleet size for
continuous rotation, conventional propulsion endurance limits, opera-
tional friction under the Theater Command system, and heavy reliance on

replenishment vessels.

4.As this expansion intensifies regional power competition, Taiwan should
leverage decentralized, mobile underwater denial networks and un-
manned systems to offset China’s aerial advantages, transforming its
strategic assets into high-risk liabilities.
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