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Study on the recent “nuclear arms race”
between North and South Korea

Abstract
1.South Korean President Yun Seok-yue proposed to the United States to 

deploy nuclear weapons in its territory, which aroused North Korea’s 
high dissatisfaction. Therefore, it sought military and economic coopera-
tion with the Chinese Communist Party and Russia, prompting the United 
States, Japan and South Korea to increase joint military exercises in an 
attempt to deter their opponents from starting a war. In order to coun-
ter the military containment by the United States and South Korea, Kim 
Jong-un announced that he would amend the constitution and list South 
Korea as the “number one enemy” and would not hesitate to use nuclear 
weapons. North Korea and South Korea immediately fell into a tense 
nuclear arms race.

2.With Russian military assistance, North Korea has rapidly developed its 
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defense technologies such as spy satellites, solid-fuel missile launch ca-
pabilities, and nuclear submarines, which has also increased the risk of 
war on the peninsula.

3.If North Korea continues to use the “brink of war” strategy to confront 
the United States and South Korea, it will soon be able to successfully 
develop its intercontinental and submarine-launched nuclear missile pre-
cision strike capabilities. The United States and South Korea’s intention 
to “respond to violence with violence” will eventually plunge the region 
into a haze of war. The national military should be more alert to possible 
crises on the peninsula, take precautions, and ensure national security.

Keywords: North Korea, nuclear threat, arms race, US-South Korea military exer-
cises, Russia
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