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Dialectical Perspective on The Sino-American Confrontation
in the South China Sea-Analysis of Strategic Cognition & Blind-Spots

Abstract
1.“Whosoever commands the sea, commands the trade; whosoever com-

mands the trade of the world commands the riches of the world, and con-
sequently the world itself,” This conception dominates the strategic un-
derstanding of sea power; however, blind spots in strategic cognition are 
also formed along with it.

2.The phrase “Destined for War” always been heard in recently and the 
possibility of  “war” is constantly reinforced by the U.S.-China trade 
war, the rising diplomatic wrestling, the “Russia-Ukraine war”, and the 
South China Sea disputes, etc. Such an atmosphere also affects the cog-
nition of society and even professional departments, which may lead to a 
strategic cognitive blind spot.

3.In such a chaos, naval colleagues need to clarify the strategic blind spots 
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formed by threat perception, break away from the myths and ideological 
fetters of“following others”and plan the long-term response strategies in 
the context of great power competition.
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