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Abstract
1.Sanae Takaichi’s remarks in the Diet have triggered a China—Japan dip-
lomatic crisis and continued to escalate tensions. Russia, for geopolitical
reasons, has also cooperated with the Chinese Communist Party to pres-
sure Japan. The United States is well aware that a China-Russia align-
ment against Japan would not only affect the credibility of the U.S.-

Japan military alliance, but also indirectly undermine the“balance of
power”’between the U.S. and China in the Asia-Pacific region.
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2.If the U.S. and China were to engage in conflict in the Western Pacific,
it would create three major gaps in U.S. military supply and demand: a
capacity gap-between supply at scale and strategic demand; a readiness
gap-between force preparedness levels and deployment requirements; an
industrial base gap-between the speed of replenishment and the rate of

consumption.

3.The People’s Liberation Army holds advantages over the U.S. military in
all three areas.The United States’Asia-Pacific strategy continues to rely
on alliances as the primary approach to countering mainland China.

4.Japan is a U.S. ally, while Russia has joined the cooperative camp
aligned with China. As a result, the competitive dynamics between the
two sides have become increasingly complex. Overall, this competition
tends to favor the China—Russia alignment.

Keywords: China-Japan disputes, U.S.-Japan alliance, China-Russia military co-

operation, balance of power, great-power competition.
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