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The impact of the “Maritime Police Law of PRC” on the maritime law 

Abstract
1.Since PRC passed the“ Maritime Police Law of the People’s Republic 

of China”on January 22, 2021, it has given the Chinese Coast Guard 
(CCGs), which reformed in 2018, the dual functions of maritime law en-
forcement and joint naval operations, this has caused international con-
cerns. The passage of the“ Maritime Police Law”means that the CCP has 
completed the marine-related legalization project, making the system of 
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struggle towards a maritime power more complete, and also giving the 
CCP a broader space for the use of strategies. 

2.Especially when the Diaoyutai controversy persists, the“Maritime Po-
lice Law” provides CCGs to use the “gray zone conflict” strategy, which 
not only has a deterrent effect for Japan and the United States, but also 
threatening Taiwan Coast Guard and Navy during practicing law enforce-
ment and fishing right protection. Moreover, the content of the law is 
still inconsistent with international laws.

3.This article suggests that the ROC(Taiwan) authorities should implement 
the “hedging” strategy based on the Theory of International Relations as 
the master mind, and start from the four aspects of“alliance building”, 
“cross-strait communications”, “legal competition” and “strength build-
ing” to avoid the disadvantageous situation of being passive in the event 
of a maritime conflict. ROC Coast Guard and Navy Fleet must speed up 
the establishment of joint response mechanisms and routine drills to fa-
cilitate with diplomatic mediation, international propaganda as the over-
all strategy to cope with any conflicts created by the CCP, in order to 
safeguard the country’s maritime sovereignty and interests.
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