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Naval Traditions

Since ancient times, the navy has been

an international service. As a student in
a Naval Academy, it is essential for us to
acquire knowledge about naval traditions
as part of our education. Without a wealth
of knowledge, they won’ t become a
well-rounded military officer. In addition
to technical skills, it is important to learn
about the historical traditions.
1. Midshipman

The term "Midshipman" originated from
early British and American naval vessels.
At that time, sailors lived in the bow of the
ship, while officers resided in the stern. The
task of relaying orders was often assigned
to young naval cadets. Through constant
exposure and interaction with officers,
these cadets had the opportunity to be
promoted to officers themselves. This
tradition has been carried on, and students
in Naval Academy are also referred to as

Midshipmen.
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2. Gangway

"Gangway" is one of the naval traditional
etiquettes. In the United States Navy,
this ceremony is only applied to when
distinguished guests or during the change
of command of a ship. In the British Navy,
it is used to welcome foreign naval vessels.
According to the current naval etiquette in
our country, it is only required for all officers
and soldiers to stand at attention during the
President's visit to a naval port or a warship.
As students in a military academy, we also
imitate the gangway ceremony by lining
up on both sides to welcome new students
when they formally enter the school gate.
3. Bell-Ringing

On naval vessels, the ringing of bells
represents the time of watch changes. One
bell signifies a half-hour, and eight bells
signify the completion of a four-hour watch.
It also signifies "Eight bells, and all is well."

When a commanding officer boards a ship,




the sailors on watch will ring the bell and
play the pipe, following the sequence of
"Two bells for Commander, four bells for
Captain, six bells for Rear Admiral, and
eight bells for Vice Admiral and above."
This is a naval tradition followed by navies
worldwide.
4.Saluting the Aft Deck

When ascending and descending
stairwells, one should always salute the
aft deck. This is one of the international
naval customs. Saluting the aft deck is also
known as saluting the ship's stern flag. This
practice originated from the early seafarers'’
tradition of showing respect to altars or
later, crosses placed on the ship. Today,
it has become a symbol of the nation,
naturally becoming the central focus of
naval reverence, replacing altars with the
naval flag, (except for few countries such as
Japan, most of the countries’ naval flags
are also national flags) making the aft deck
the most sacred and solemn part of the
ship. Therefore, the tradition of saluting
the aft deck can continue to exist and be
passed down to this day.
5.Anchor Chain Spirit

In the history of the navy, we consistently
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emphasize the spirit of mutual support
known as the "Anchor Chain Spirit." The
"anchor" serves as a device for mooring a
ship, ensuring a stable stop. The "chain” is
the object that connects the ship's body
to the anchor, consisting of sturdy metal
links interlocking with each other. When
these two components come together, they
adhere to the principles of perfect physical
laws. Only when the interlinked chain
combines with the substantial anchor can
they overcome towering waves and stabilize
the ship.

The "Anchor Chain Spirit" symbolizes
unity and solidarity, enabling each position
on naval vessels to function at its peak. This
collective determination, akin to the links of
a chain, must interlock and be passed down
through generations to anchor the hearts
of the crew. Regardless of the challenging
environment they face, they embrace
it willingly, steadfast in sacrificing and
dedicating themselves to the security of the
nation. On the lengthy and arduous path of
naval development, they aim to illuminate
a path and ensure the enduring legacy of
the "Anchor Chain Spirit" by passing it on

from generation to generation.
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6.Launching Ceremony for New
Ships

The tradition of launching ceremonies
dates back to as early as 3000 B.C. in
ancient Babylon. The evolution of this
custom progressed from the initial practices
of sprinkling asphalt and sacrificing bulls
to the final tradition of bottle-breaking.
Regardless of the specific rituals involved
in a new ship's launch, the underlying
meaning is a wish for the vessel's safe
departure and return. The act of breaking
a bottle is said to have originated from
ancient times when, in the event of a
shipwreck, sailors would place their wills
inside glass bottles, hoping they would
reach their families. Therefore, the bottle-
breaking ceremony symbolizes a hope for
no more drifting glass bottles at sea and
no more anxiously waiting families on the
shore. May all sailors return safely.
7.Avoidance of the Number Four in
Ship Hull Numbers

This tradition is unique to Taiwan due to
the superstition associated with the number
four, as it sounds similar to the word for
death. In traditional beliefs, the number four

is considered inauspicious and believed to

bring misfortune. Consequently, the last two
digits or the last digit of a ship's hull number
is intentionally not the number four. This
is done to pray for the safe departure and
return of every ship, ensuring they encounter
no dangers, and can bravely face and
overcome challenges when they arise.
8.Whistle Signals

The history of whistling can be traced
back to the era of oars and ancient ships.
The clear and loud sound of a whistle made
it easier for personnel working in different
parts of the ship to hear commands. Even
in modern navies, whistles are still used to
convey messages. During the embarkation
or disembarkation of high-ranking officers,
specific individuals are designated to play
the whistle, notifying all crew members of

the current movements of the senior officers.

The excellent traditions of the navy
symbolize its culture and spirit. These
traditions are not just recorded in historical
texts; they are the embodiment of the
passion shown by naval pioneers and
heroes. They represent the values and
responsibilities that we must uphold and

pass on.
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