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Suspensions and Demotions -
The U.S. Navy's Rigorous and Transparent Discipline.
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Abstract:

In 2023.12.2. when Commodore/Senior Captain James Harney, the
commander of Amphibious Squadron 5, was relieved of command due to
committing a serious offense, the U.S. Navy issued the following statement:

"Navy leaders are held to high standards of personal and professional
conduct, both on and off duty. They are expected to uphold the highest
standards of responsibility, reliability, and leadership, and the Navy holds
them accountable when they fall short of those standards."

In 2023, there are eight significant cases of "Dismissal and Removal from
command" in the U.S. Navy. These involved a Commodore, a Captain, and
six Commanders. Among them, six were male and two females, all holding
key positions such as Commanders of Amphibious Task Forces (PHIBRON
5), Aircraft Carrier electronic warfare squadrons (VAQ), Commanding Officer
of Nuclear Submarines (SSBN), and Guided Missile Destroyer (DDG). In
general, the U.S. Navy dismisses a commander or skipper based on "Job
performance/Competence,” the dismissal is typically not related to any
"Personal Ethics or Behavior Misconduct.” Among this year’ s incidents,
however, seven were related to " Lack of confidence in the ability to
effectively lead/command and carry out his/her assigned duties." and one
serious collision with a vehicle involved in "Criminal Felony hit-and-run and
DUI of alcohol causing bodily injury."

The author, having previously received training from the R.0O.C. Navy, is
honored to be a member of United States Naval Institute (USNI) and has
had the privilege of gaining insights into the details of these "Dismissal and
Removal from Command" incidents. Here, he compiles and shares this
information as a valuable reference. Through this report, we witness the
strictness and transparency in the management of the world's most powerful

navy.
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